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Message from the UFHS Board
We are pleased to send you the first United Farmers Historical
Society (UFHS) newsletter. We have an exciting year ahead and we
want to keep our members up to date.
The United Farmers Historical Society is a registered charity with a
mandate to collect, preserve, and protect the on-going history of the
UFA. In the last six years, we have focused our efforts on archiving
and categorizing much of the historical and cultural resources
collected by the UFHS. These efforts resulted in an online database
of cultural documents, photos, and historical artifacts. We have
created a link on the UFA website so that anyone can learn about
our rich history. We hope that you will visit it at archives.ufa.com
This year we will focus on building partnerships with historical
societies and museums in UFA communities. We believe that
we have an incredible history to share and will work with these
societies to increase awareness about UFA’s past, present and
future. If you would like to be involved in this initiative, we would
love to hear from you.
Duane Glimsdale
UFHS, Chairman

100 Years of
Doing Business
April 13th 2018, is UFA’s 100th year
of incorporation. In 1918, farmers and
ranchers faced increased operating costs
due political factors, an oil boom, a land
rush and World War I. UFA realized that
the most effective way for cooperatives to
purchase goods would be for UFA to be a
central purchaser for resale. This meant
UFA needed to evolve from an advocacy

“People didn’t come into the
cooperative on a theory, but they
went in for an answer to a problem.
When you found you have been
hooked for your groceries or coal or
anything, you said let’s get together
and bring a carload of coal.”

group to a business. The UFA convention

Nellie Peterson,

amended its charter and governance.

Mayerthorpe Pioneer

Alberta Premier Charles Stewart’s
administration introduced Bill 9, an

farmers and ranchers were able to

Act to Incorporate the United Farmers

negotiate prices and save money by

of Alberta. On April 13th, 1918 Bill 9

purchasing an entire rail car.

received Royal assent.

Today, UFA is one of Canada’s largest and

Now that UFA had a mechanism to

most dynamic co-operatives. Although we

do business, locals were able to pool

have grown and changed over the years,

orders and buy in larger volumes and

at our heart we remain committed to

orders could be delivered to agricultural

rural life. We still believe that we can do

communities by rail. For the first time,

better together.

Stay tuned to hear about how
UFHS will be celebrating our
100 years of incorporation
UFA PICNIC, AUGUST 6, 1915

Supporting women’s rights
In the 1900’s, the UFA was a progressive
movement that supported the rights of
women, farmers and labourers. Men and
women stood shoulder to shoulder in the
field. “Rights for All,” was UFA’s motto,
and farmers, women and labourers
walked the talk.
In 1917, Louise McKinney, of Claresholm,
Alberta became the first women
elected to a legislature in the British
Commonwealth.
In 1921, Red Deer homesteader Irene

Irene and Louise are both members of

“If politics mean…the effort to secure
through legislative action better
conditions of life for the people,
greater opportunities for our children
and other people’s children…then it
most assuredly is a woman’s job as
much as it is a man’s job.”

Canada’s Famous 5. The Famous 5 were

– Irene Parlby

Parlby was elected to the Alberta Legislature. She became the first female cabinet
minister in Alberta, and was appointed
without a portfolio. Irene was a strong
advocate for women and children, and
used her ministerial position to focus
attention on women’s issues.

five brave Alberta women who petitioned
the Supreme Court of Canada to consider

On April 26th, UFA’s President and

the question of whether women qualified

CEO, Carol Kitchen will be presenting

as people and the court sided with them.

at the Famous 5 lunch in Calgary.

On March 19, 1916, women in Alberta

She will honour the Famous 5 and

were given the right to vote. (Indigenous

tell her own story as the only female

women were not given the right to vote

CEO of an agricultural cooperative

until 1960.)

in North America.

Meet the Board of Directors
Duane Glimsdale
Duane is a fourth generation agricultural
producer who lives on the original homestead
west of Claresholm, where his great grandparents set down roots in 1911. Duane and his

Share the
UFA Legacy

family operated a mixed farming operation and

Did you know that United

Duane’s family has been UFA members for

Farmers Historical Society
is a charitable organization?

recently moved into an all cow-calf operation.

approximately 70 years. Duane has been
involved in UFA for twenty-three years, ten
years as a delegate and eight years serving on

If you would like to donate

the Board of Directors. Duane has served as

or get involved in preserving

the Chair of UFHS for the past five years.

UFA’s history please contact:

Tim Bancroft

Darci-Jane McAulay
Darci-Jane.McAulay@UFA.com
403-880-4737
Archives.UFA.com

Tim has been a member of UFA for ten years.
He is not a farmer or rancher; instead he
brings a significant amount of experience from
the oil and gas sector. Tim is an engineer by
trade and worked for over 30 years for Shell.
Tim served on the UFA board for 9 years. He
has been a member of the UFHS Board for five
years. Tim and his wife, of 38 years, Maureen,
have three daughters, and five grandchildren.
Brent Christensen
Brent has been a member of UFA since he
began farming over 20 years ago. Brent
and his family have operated a grain farm,
and a cow-calf operation. Brent is an Olds
College graduate, in Agricultural Engineering
technology. He has been a member of the UFHS
Board for a year. He and his wife Susan live in
Holden, Alberta and have three children and
two grandchildren.
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